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Obituary 

G S Sardesai 
THE death of Sardesai removes 

f rom the scene one of those 
types who are rare in any time or 
in any country, but whose number 
is th inn ing out without replacement. 
The single-minded devotion to so 
unrewarding a task as scholastic 
endeavour would not be possible 
today, in these days of specialised 
t ra in ing , for anyone in Sardesai's 
position. When he began his work 
on Maratha history, Sardesai was 
in the Gaikwad's service. The 
flame of enquiry which burnt so 
steadily throughout his long life 
was kindled while he was tu tor ing 
the Gaikwad Princes. it was one 
of those short-term and miscellane­
ous assignments which fell to the 
lot of minor officials in the Native 
States in those days. On that oc­
casion he made some notes on 
Indian history. This was the 
beginning of his future work as a 
historian which he could take up 
ful l- t ime and in earnest only after 
his retirement f rom the Gaikwad's 
service in 1925. 

No one has been more hard­
working in the field of historical 
studies. In 4,000 closely pr inted 
Marathi pages. he has told the 
complete story of the o r ig in , expan­
sion and fa l l of Maratha power 
spread over a period of 250 years. 
His three volumes in English. "A 
New His tory of the Marathas". co­
vers the same ground in 1,400 
pages. Though his main work, 
monumental and outstanding, was in 
Maratha history. Sardesais interests 
ranged over a wider field. The 
Bri t ish Riyasat of Indian history he 
covered in Marathi in two volumes. 
Another two volumes were devoted 
to the Musalmani Riyasat. 

There was a band of scholars in 
Maharashtra who had preceded Sar­
desai in the field of Maratha his­
tory. They did not actually get 
down to the w r i t i n g of history, but 
confined themselves to the collection 
of materials which would make the 
latter possible. Rajawade had 
brought out 22 volumes of collected 
material and Khare another 14 
volumes. There were thus many 
volumes of o r ig ina l papers which 
had been carefully collected and 
edited. Sardesai also belonged to 
this t r ad i t ion and himself edited 45 
volumes of the Selections f rom the 
Peshwa Daftar and brought out ex­
tremely valuable material for the 

future historians. It is in the re­
construction of history w i t h the help 
of such material that Sardesai made 
a departure from his predecessors 
in Maharashtra. Collaborating w i t h 
Sir Jadunath Sarkar and making 
up a team for which it would be 
difficult to find a parallel anywhere, 
be worked steadily for decades. 

For over th i r ty years fo l lowing 
his retirement f rom Gaikwad's ser­
vice Sardesai never spared himself 
even for a single day; lie was con­
stantly at his desk among his maps 
and papers. When Sir Jadunath 
visited h im it was for some histori­
cal discussion or for a jo in t t r i p in 
search of historical materials. When 
Sardesai visited Sir Jadunath at 
Darjeeling or Calcutta, it was for 
solving some knotty problem of 
edi t ing or for publishing this or 
that collection, collected f rom some­
where in Kota. Gwal ior or Nagpur . 
These two had no other interest in 
l ife but history. They planned 
their work together, each followed 
the line of action they had set and 
achieved admirable success in their 
jo int effort. Opening of the Pesh­
wa Daftar in Poona to research 
scholars and the publication of the 
45 volumes of Selected Papers was 
perhaps the most outstanding 
achievement of the Sarkar-Sardesai 
team. The 14 volumes of English 
correspondence entitled "Residency 

Records'" was another. Though the 
volumes were edited by different 
scholars, their p lanning and super-
vision was under the j o i n t respon­
s ib i l i ty of the two. 

That Sardesai, the historian, was 
better respected and that his works 
were more closely studied at the 
Calcutta Univers i ty than in the 
academic circles of Maharashtra 
might be considered curious, but it 
is a fact. This is because there are 
more students and scholars of Mara­
tha history in the Calcutta Univer­
sity than in the Universities of 
Bombay and Poona put together. 

This is not to say that Sardesai 
d id not receive due recognition or 
his share of honours f rom the Gov­
ernment and the publ ic . When he 
completed his 45 volumes of selec­
tions f rom the Peshwa Daftar, the 
public of Satara headed by the 
Chhatrapati Raja of Satara present­
ed the t radi t ional 'three and half 
robes of honour' to h i m in the 
r ight ceremonial fashion. The 
Br i t i sh Government of the day 
conferred on h i m the titles first of 
Rao Saheb and then Rao Bahadur. 
Sardesai was chosen the President 
of the Ind ian His tor ica l Congress at 
its Ja ipur session. The Poona U n i ­
versity conferred an honorary 
D L i t t and finally came the Padma 
Bhooshana f rom the President of 
the Republic of India in 1957, 
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